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Cards for prisoners

at Christmas 2010
Again this year the churches in Swinton and Pendlebury will together encourage their congregations to sign cards for prisoners of conscience. Next weekend (4\5 December) addressed cards will be available at the back of church for you to sign. (We will ask for a donation of £1.00 to cover postage costs.) 

Why send Christmas cards?

Prisoners need our support all year and they particularly appreciate knowing at Christmas that they are not alone or forgotten. A card can mean such a lot to them and brings a little light into a their life. The prisoners below are all defenders of human rights. They are in particular need of support, prayer and encouragement. So often they and their families are at risk of death because of the work they do.
A card is a small token but means so much to those prisoners who receive them. Even if they are not handed to the prisoners, the prison authorities know that someone is thinking of them and their prison conditions are often improved as a result. A prisoner in Egypt wrote: "I can assure you that your card filled the purpose for which it was sent. I was overjoyed, comforted, encouraged and felt loved."

Guidelines

· Simple messages of goodwill are enough. PLEASE DO NOT ADVANCE YOUR POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS VIEWS. You don't need to sign your full name.

· For all our chosen prisoners, you can send a religious Christmas card if you wish.

· Do not put your address in the card or on the envelope unless you are prepared to commit yourself to a correspondence with the prisoner should s/he write to you.

If you do decide to include your address

· Putting your address on the card doesn't mean the prisoner will write back.

· If the prisoner does write back, it is very important to be committed to a correspondence. Contact with someone from the outside world can be very important to prisoners and they can get very disappointed and disillusioned if letter writing is not continued.
Cards weighing no more than 20g will cost 97p to send by air mail. If you prefer to send a card yourself, not through the church, all the information you need is below. (Remember: small cards cost less to send but all cards should be sent by air mail.)
Johan Teterissa - Indonesia

Johan Teterissa, a primary school teacher, is serving a 15-year sentence for leading a peaceful protest. He was arrested with 21 activists in 2007 during a government-organised event in Ambon, the capital of Maluku province, attended by the President of Indonesia.

During this arrest, and the first few weeks of detention, Johan Teterissa was tortured by police. Despite serious injuries, he never received adequate medical treatment and is now in constant pain. He is not scheduled for release until 2023.
Address

Johan Teterissa, Lapas Klas 1 Malang (Lowokwaru), Jl. Asahan No. 7 Malang

Jawa Timur, Indonesia.
Pastor Fernando Kutino, Democratic Republic of Congo

Pastor Kutino is an evangelical church leader, arrested in May 2006 and sentenced to 20 years imprisonment for the alleged illegal possession of firearms, criminal conspiracy and attempted murder. He received an unfair trial.

Conditions in the prison are very poor and his health has suffered badly. There is no medical treatment. He is also still being targeted by the authorities.

Address

Pastor Fernando Kutino, Prison Centrale de Makala, CPRK, Kinshasa/Selembao, Democratic Republic of Congo.
The Peace Community of San José de Apartadó – Colombia
The Peace Community of San José de Apartadó was created in March 1997, when people living in the municipality of Apartadó, north-western Colombia, pledged not to be drawn into the conflict which for over forty years has pitted the security forces and paramilitaries against guerrilla groups.  Their decision has been met with suspicion and hostility from all sides.

Since then more than 170 members of the Peace Community have been killed or forcibly disappeared, while others have been threatened or sexually assaulted.  The authorities have failed to take effective action to protect them.
Address

Comunidad de Paz de San José de

Apartadó, AA 243 de Apartadó, Antioquia, Colombia.

Jenni Williams, Zimbabwe

Women of Zimbabwe Arise was formed in 2003. Its mission statement speaks of empowering Zimbabwean women with knowledge and skills designed to stimulate courageous activities within the community – this has been done, often at great risk to those who have taken part in activities perceived as anti-Mugabe. Jenni Williams has been arrested well over thirty times.

Address

Jenni Williams, WOZA, PO Box FM701, Famona, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.
